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HELCOM Workshop on transboundary inputs and retention 
Time: Tuesday 19 May 2015, 9:00-17:30 

Venue: Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden 
 

HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD) have agreed on the need to cooperate more closely with 

transboundary river basin commissions in order to engage them in the work to reduce inputs of nutrients 

to the Baltic Sea, i.e. efforts to reach country-wise reduction targets (CART) for nitrogen and phosphorus 

and to improve data on transboundary pollution inputs and retention within surface waters in the 

catchment area of the Baltic Sea. The 47th meeting of the Heads of Delegation agreed on the arranging of a 

workshop on updating knowledge on retention coefficients and transboundary input and that 

representatives of transboundary river basin commissions should be invited to participate in the workshop. 

The aims of the workshop are to (1) improve data on input of nutrients to the Baltic sea via transboundary 

rivers through cooperation with transboundary river basin commissions, (2) open a dialogue with 

transboundary river basin commissions, in order to improve cooperation and to better follow up national 

progress in fulfilment of the BSAP nutrient reduction scheme and (3) discuss initiatives/activities to ensure 

better data on inland water retention for all catchments in the Baltic Sea watershed. 

This workshop will be held back-to-back with a Workshop on total uncertainties in input estimates on 18 

May 2015, a meeting of the Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-6) Project on 20-21 May 2015. 

All of the meetings will take place at SLU in Uppsala. 

Provisional Agenda 

9:00-9:15 Opening of the Workshop and introduction round 

Data availability and possibilities for cooperation with river basin commissions aimed at improvement 
of the nutrient input data 

9:15-12:30 

 

Introduction to HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme and pollution load compilation 
activities – why improved data on transboundary inputs and retention are needed 
Lars M. Svendsen, Denmark  

Presentations/information on data availability and cooperation with  river basin 
commissions by HELCOM Contracting Parties, i.e.: 

 Experiences of Finnish-Russian co-operation in the River Vuoksi  and Finnish-
Swedish co-operation in the River Tornionjoki/Torne älv catchment areas 
Seppo Knuuttila/Antti Räike (Finland), Rasmus Kaspersson (Sweden) 

 German-Polish co-operation in the Oder/Odra catchment area, Dietmar Koch 
(Germany) 

 Russian-Estonian co-operation in the River Narva catchment area + Russian-
Belarussian co-operation in the Daugava/Western Dvina catchment area + 
Russian-Lithuanian co-operation in the Nemunas catchment area, 
Representative of Russia  

 Latvian-Belarussian co-operation in the Daugava/Western Dvina catchment 
area + Retention in the riverine catchments in Latvia, Anete Kublina (Latvia) 

 Lithuanian-Russian co-operation in the Nemunas catchment area, Audrius 
Sepikas (Lithuania) 

 Cooperation in the Neman/Nemunas,  Western Dvina  and Western Bug  river 



basins; pressures and impacts in the Belorussian catchment area, Aliaksandr 
Pakhomau (Belarus)   

 Improvement of the quality of data on nutrient inputs with focus on 
transboundary loads, Seppo Knuuttila (Finland) 

12:30-13:30 Lunch break 

Keynote presentations and subsequent discussions 

13:30-17:30 

 

 Transboundary riverine inputs from HELCOM and non-HELCOM countries 
applied in CART calculations (+RelData project plan, optionally), Bo Gustafsson 
(BNI Sweden) 

 Nitrogen (and phosphorus?) surface water retention in the Baltic Sea drainage 
basin, Per Stålnacke (Sweden) 

 Estimation of total land-based nitrogen inputs to the sea and retention in 
inland surface waters – New Danish nitrogen model, Jörgen Windolf 
(Denmark) 

 The national-level nutrient loading estimation tool for Finland: Watershed 
Simulation and Forecasting System WSFS-Vemala, Markus Huttunen (Finland)   

 Catchment and river models  as a tool to estimate nitrogen and phosphorus 
load – Estonian approach, Peeter Ennet (Estonia) 

 Anete Kublina (Latvia) 

Discussion on how to improve cooperation, next steps and conclusions, i.e.: 

 Integration of the monitoring of nutrients transport into the agenda of River 
Commissions on Transboundary/Border rivers in order to improve knowledge 
on nutrients input to the Baltic Sea. What kind of bilateral agreements are 
required? What kinds of amendments of the existing agreements are needed 
for improved cooperation? 

 How to improve monitoring at the border in transboundary rivers? Additional 
research is needed to determine retention? 

 How to pool available data for calculating transboundary inputs and to ensure 
the availability of that data e.g. for PLC purposes (such data is important for 
following up national progress in fulfilment of the BSAP nutrient reduction 
scheme)? 

 How to ensure and improve the comparability of analysis results? 

 


